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Date: 10th April 2017
To Whom It May Concern
RE. Tim Germain
I work for Apollo capital Projects Developments Ltd which is the organisation responsible for the development of the Two Rivers Medical Centre in Ipswich. [image: ]acted in the capacity as project lead on behalf of Apollo.
The project amalgamated two GP practices (the Lattice Barn and Woodbridge Road Surgeries) under one roof in a new state of the art medical facility which now serves 25,000 patients in North East Ipswich. The building was completed in July 2016.
As part of the development and construction phase, Apollo, through its appointed Arts Coordinator EMP Projects Ltd, put in place an arts strategy, the aim of which was to identify a number of suitable local artists to create a piece of art which could be included within the new building.
In formulating a list of suitable local artists, EMP Projects Ltd first introduced to Tim Germain; a furniture maker based in Ipswich who had created 'high-profile' bespoke furniture and feature art in one of the towns' main parks'. It is the work that Tim had produced for the Hollywells Park renovation project that cemented Tim's place as a key member of the arts project for Two Rivers development
Tim joined the project team in January 2016 where he became an integral part of the Two Rivers Arts Committee, a Committee chaired by EMP Projects Ltd and [image: ]complimented with key members of the design development team and staff and patients of the GP practices. It is through this initial interaction where the brief was agreed with Tim, which was in essence to create 'bespoke' furniture items for use by patients at the Two Rivers Medical Centre.
In tandem with the main arts work, the practice also allocated part of the arts budget for the creation of a new Two Rivers Medical Centre brand. It is this work that led to the creation of a new practice logo which symbolises the River Deben (Woodbridge) and Orwell (Ipswich) which borders the practices patient catchment area. The new logo went on to feature heavily as part of the new signage at the building.
Tim cleverly incorporated the Two Rivers theme for one of his 'bespoke' furniture items which a bench was featuring a series of curves to create the appearance of the Two River logo. The bench was created using oak sourced from trees that had been
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felled in local Ipswich parks and the use of Oak fitted well with the requirement to use a natural pallet of materials. Given the robustness of Oak as a material and the overall size of the new bench, it was decided that the bench would be located close to the main entrance so that patients and members of the general public could sit on the bench.
The Arts Committee also wanted a piece of furniture that could be used inside the new building. As part of the new waiting room, a section of the waiting room was going to be designated as a 'children's' only corner which would be located along a feature wall that was curved. Tim was tasked with creating seating that could wrap around the curve wall. Given the potential use of the seating by children of varying age range, Tim created seating set at different heights, so toddlers as well as older children could sit comfortably on the new seats.
The use of natural materials have complemented the general interiors themes within the building which is to create a timeless look utilising a natural pallet of materials and Tim has complemented this through the use of Oak in creating great looking and durable furniture.
It would be slightly remiss of us not to talk make mention of Tim in terms of what it was like working with him. Working with Tim on the Two Rivers project was hugely enjoyable, not only in respect of his participation within the Arts Committee meetings, but also the attention to detail and a 'can-do' attitude demonstrated throughout the course of the project. The new furniture was produced on-time and within budget, but most importantly was delivered to a high standard in terms of quality.
All the team at Apollo hope that they will get the opportunity of working with Tim soon and we hope to see more of Tim's fine work being displayed in other projects around the Town of Ipswich and further afield.
If you have any further questions or queries in relation to our experience of working alongside Tim then please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.
Yours faithfully,
[image: ]
Stuart Clarke
Development Manager
For Apollo Capital Projects Development Ltd
Enclosures — Photographs of Two Rivers Medical Centre Tim Germain furniture
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